REGILDING THE CRESCENT
appreciably increase during the next quarter of a
century, for in 1850 those printed in Turkish
numbered only two, and even in 1876 there were
but thirteen. Then came the rule of Abd-ul-
Hamid, and the freedom of the Press was at
an end.
The only previously existing Press Law was
one of 1865, under which one paper after another
was' either suspended or suppressed. Among
the foremost champions of the Press was the
famous native poet, Kemal Bey, an Albanian,
who died in exile.
According to Yussuf Fehmi,* however, a far
more rigorous Press law was in use at Yildiz.
According to Article 12 of the Constitution of
1876, " The Press is free within the limits of the
law." It was a happy idea of the ex-Sultan,
after he had suspended the Constitution, to
respect this particular Article, but to interpret
the law in his own fashion. With this object
he drew up nine clauses, some of them amazing
even under an absolute monarchy. One of these
prohibited serial articles, with the customary
announcement " To be continued in our next."
Another forbade the leaving of blanks or printing
of dotted lines, " because they are apt to trouble
* Quoted by Fesch in his admirable book, Constantinople
aux derniers jours d'Abdul Hamid.
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